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ism at Tehran. For although at the time the Russians
denounced imperialism and withdrew their troops from
Persia, the Soviet Government had not abandoned the
old policy of expanding southwards, and after a while threw
off die mask and was at it again.
After the War, the wind of self-determination blew
in Persia, too, and one Palwai used it to overthrow the old
form of government by the Khans and to make himself
king. Further, before the War Russia had this much in
common with England, that both, for all their quarrels,
were imperialist, but when she went Red even that disap-
peared. Palwai took advantage of this new antagonism
between the two to set up a new and progressive Persia.
The first blood-sacrifice to it was the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company. On November 27, 1932, the Persian Government
announced that the privileges of the Company were cancelled.
It stated that the old agreement was one-sided, and that in
making it the interests of the Persian people had been ignored.
A new agreement was to be made and the old one torn up
and pubUcly burned. In days gone by England would have
sent an expedition to teach this new Government a lesson,
but she recognized that the times have changed and, instead
of requiting violence with violence, is quietly carrying on
negotiations. A remarkable instance of virtue in a country
that has hitherto relied on military force.
England and Russia irreconcilable enemies.
The struggle between Russia and England is not confined
to that in India, Afghanistan, and Persia; the two countries
are at variance in many other directions. In brief, Russia is
bent on destruction in British preserves, for the easiest and
most effective way of getting what she wants is by attacking
England.
Before the Great War Germany thought to conquer the
world by the sword, but the sword of Red Russia is, in some
senses, far sharper. The German relied on a weapon pure
and simple: the Russian relies on doctrines of self-
determination, of equality, of freedom, and on red gold,
all of which have a special appeal for oppressed nations.
Therefore the Balkans, Persia, Afghanistan, China, Outer
Mongolia have ranged themselves together under the
standard that Russia has raised with these as its device.